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For the yoke of 

their burden, and 

the bar across 

their shoulders, the 

rod of their op-

pressor, you have 

broken as on the 

day of Midian. For 

a child has been-

born for us, a son 

given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named Wonder-

ful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-

ing Father, Prince of Peace. His au-

thority shall grow continually, and 

there shall be endless peace for the 

throne of David and his kingdom. He 

will establish and uphold it with jus-

tice and with righteousness from this 

time onward and forevermore. The 

zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Isaiah 9:4,6-7 

 

Those were the words that the 

prophet Isaiah spoke to the people  

of Israel, as they were waiting to see 

what God would do next. And I have 

to say that after a few weeks of read-

ing the Old Testament with my Bible 

in 90 Days group, I can understand 

that desire for something new. Make 

no mistake, there is plenty of God's 

love shown in the Old Testament as 

God liberates the Israelites from 

Egypt, gives them guidance for how 

to live well and blesses them with 

abundant lands.  

 

At the same time, it seems like there 

is a whole lot of punishment—by all 

sorts of means—earthquakes, ar-

mies, snakes, she-bears, consump-

tion by fire … and the list goes on. 

And then there was all the violence 

that the Israelites were required to 

do to their own people for violation 

of certain laws. (If it was legal to 

stone children for disobedience, how 

did anyone make it past their teen-

age years? See Deuteronomy 21:18-

21.) All of this has left me (and many 

of the people I’ve talked with) want-

ing something more—wanting and 

hoping for a different way of doing 

things. 

 

I’m convinced that the prophets 

could feel this in their bones—that 

there had to be a better way. And 

they were waiting and hoping for the 

day when God would come to dwell 

with them—when they could see God 

face to face as God had been with 

Adam and Eve—and had appeared to 

a few in the past. The answer to this 

longing was Jesus—God and human 

at the same time—who lived, died 

and rose again to show us that 

through Christ, death is not forever, 

that our dry bones can live again and 

that we can experience God’s pres-

ence in every moment of every day, 

in every place. 

 

When Jesus died on the cross, the 

curtain at the temple was torn in two 

(Mark 15:38). This curtain that sepa-

rated humans from God’s presence 

in the temple was destroyed, and 

God was no longer just in that place. 

God was no longer separate, but 

through the Holy Spirit, God takes up 

residence within each believer’s heart 

so that we become the temples (1 

Peter 2:5), and God’s presence is seen 

everywhere. It’s easy for us to forget 

how absolutely amazing that is. We 

get busy and distracted and stressed 

out. We chase after all sorts of 

things. But what a gift it has been to 

spend some time in the Old Testa-

ment, to see the relationship with  

Longing for God’s Presence 

Continued on page 2 
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The Bible in 90 Days 

 

The Bible in 90 Days continues in May! 

 

Just about 100 Messiah 

participants continue to 

read The Bible in 90 

Days! In addition, our 

whole congregation con-

tinues to walk through 

the Bible in worship fo-

cusing on people, places 

and things from the Bi-

ble. The people, places and things for May are: 

 

 

April 30/May 1 A thing: The Palms of God 

May 8/9  A thing: Dreams   

May 14/15   A place: Mount of Olives  

May 21/22 A person: The Older Brother 

May 28/29 A person: Philemon      

 

During these 90 days, please pray for the presence 

of God’s Spirit as our whole congregation grows in 

knowledge and faith. 

 

 

God that these people were longing for—and to re-

alize that we are blessed with it right now. 

 

I pray that especially in this Easter season, we 

would take a step back and let ourselves be amazed 

at how present God is in our lives, and what a gift it 

is to live in a time when Jesus has come and is with 

us through the Holy Spirit. As we live in these New 

Testament days, may our lives be a testament each 

day to the loving presence of God revealed through 

Jesus! 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dirk 

Continued from page 1 

Women’s Spring Brunch 

Saturday, May 7, 2011 

10am – Brunch served by the men of Messiah 

11am – Worship with Holy Communion featuring the 

Biblical character, Rahab (Joshua 2: 1-24) 

Come and bring a friend! 

Childcare will be provided. The brunch is free.  

An offering will be received during worship. 

Mark Your Calendar! 

On Saturday, July 23  

9am - 5pm 

Messiah Presents 

“Empowered Living” 

With Guest Speaker, Louie Sharp 

This event is free to Messiah participants. 

Watch your bulletin and June VOICE for details. 

Empowered Living 

Egg Allergy? 

 

Most of the time, Messiah serves wafers during 

communion, but on the Wednesdays during Lent 

and other special services, we serve what our 

youth call “God bread.” Please know that this bread 

does contain eggs. If you have an egg allergy, talk 

to one of the pastors and request a wafer. 

 

Messiah's Worship and Music 

Health and Wellness Ministries 
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Be still and know that I am God. 

                                            Psalms 46:10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Messiah’s “Quiet Time with God” 

Christian meditation group on Mondays 

at 7pm in our Spirituality Center. Each 

week we begin with this meditation 

based on Psalms 46:10.  

 

Slow me down, Jesu 

Ease the pounding of my heart 

by the quieting of my mind. 

Steady my pace with a vision of 

your eternal reach of time. 

Amid all the activities of my day, 

give me now the calmness 

of your everlasting hills. 

Remind me each day 

that the race is not to the swift; 

That there is more to life  

than increasing its speed. 

O Holy One, I know that you are 

calling me to be still. 

But it’s hard for me 

to loosen my grip  

on my worries and fears. 

So, remind me that you are God. 

Remind me that now and always, 

I am being held in your 

Everlasting Arms. Amen. 

 

Spiritual pick of the month (children’s 

book): Be Still ... The Story of a Little 

Bird and How He Found His Purpose 

by Deborah Mackall 

Notes from the 

 

Messiah Spirituality 

Center 

Pastor Dawn Hass, (815) 404-3431 

Make a Special Gift or Pledge to Fund Mes-

siah's  

Youth Director Position 

 

For over twelve years Messiah had a full-time youth director. 

During those years nearly 500 kids were confirmed, close to 

350 kids were able to experience mission and other faith-

based trips and countless youth were touched by the love of 

Christ. Messiah's Generosity Team is asking you to consider 

making a gift and/or pledge to fund a full-time youth director 

again at Messiah beginning in September of 2011 and continu-

ing through December of 2012. By then, we are hoping our 

budget will meet this need. This is a huge challenge as we 

need to raise $50,000. How can you help? Make a one time gift 

or pledge a weekly or monthly amount between now and the 

end of 2012. Every gift, large or small, helps very much. 

 

You will receive a letter with more details about this, and a 

pledge card the first week in May. Please bring gifts and 

pledges to worship on May 15 or May 22.  

 

Thank you for helping in any way. 

Blessings, 

Messiah’s Generosity Team 

Generosity Team 

Remembering 

 

They were three brothers, born just a year apart. They grew 

up on the edge of a Midwestern city, graduated from high 

school, and had all of life ahead of them. Then the war came. 

 

Frank, the oldest, the one with the poor eyesight, managed to 

talk his way into the Air Corps as a technician. He was good 

with wires at a time when radios were tubes and coils. Fred 

was in the Army and served on the west coast and then in the 

Pacific—a place he never even dreamed of seeing when he was 

in school. John ended up becoming a mechanic in the Air 

Corps and was shipped out to England and went on to serve 

at bases in the Netherlands and France. 

 

Frank was killed in a storm during a training mission over 

Kansas. Fred and John returned at the end of the war, mar-

ried, started families and lived a long life. They, along with 

other buddies, started a VFW post named after Frank and two 

other high school friends who had died in service. 

 

A year after John died, his son found a trove of letters written 

by the three brothers to relatives and sent during the war. Let-

ter after letter from each of the brothers always ended with “I 

hope I'll be seeing you soon”—the constant refrain of a soldier 

or sailor overseas—“I hope I'll be seeing you soon.” 

 

Reading all the letters on Memorial Day again was a reminder 

of how much they had given, even the ones who survived the 

war and returned home. Their words find an echo today as we 

honor the fallen who have given their all. In hope and remem-

brance we can say to them, “I hope I'll be seeing you soon.” 
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Welcome to America Pack/Help  

a Refugee Family 

As you are doing your spring cleaning, please think of 

donating items to our Welcome Pack. The Pack helps a 

refugee family when they arrive in our country with 

basic items for the kitchen, bedroom and bathroom. 

We will accept new or used items in excellent condi-

tion. Look for the sign-up sheet on the Good Samari-

tan kiosk in the Gathering Place during the month of 

May. Please return items to the box in the Gathering 

Place by Sunday, May 29. For information call Debbie 

Takazawa 382-2302. 

 

Food Pantry 

Thank you for your continued donations to the food 

pantry. In addition to items that are donated, the food 

pantry purchases fresh food such as milk, eggs, meat 

and other basics to give to the clients. If you would 

like to make a donation directly to the food pantry, 

please make your check payable to the Wauconda/

Island Lake Food Pantry and mail it to P.O. Box 225, 

Wauconda, IL 60084. 

 

Please continue to bring bags to church for the food 

pantry. They can be placed in the food pantry barrels 

in the gathering place or near the church office. 

 

Bright Hope Tour 

The members of Good Samaritan took a tour of Bright 

Hope International located in Hoffman Estates in 

April. We were extremely impressed with their minis-

try. They work with some of the poorest people in the 

world, people who are living on a dollar a day or less. 

Bright Hope offers help in three phases. The first is 

providing for immediate physical needs such as food, 

clothing, shelter, medicine and education. The second 

is helping with long-term needs by providing micro-

loans and job training. Finally, there is an emphasis on 

spiritual needs resulting from poverty. If you would 

like to find out more about Bright Hope International 

or arrange for a tour for yourself or a group, visit their 

website at BrightHope.org.  

Good Samaritan  

Jo Ann Isleb, 540 0835 

Some Important Dates to Keep in Mind 

 

Sunday, May 1—Affirmation of Baptism Worship  

 Experience, 10:30am 

 

Wednesday, May 4—Pathway end of the year party.  

 7-8:30pm, Messiah’s Gathering 

Place and Sanctuary. (This is open 

to all huddle group leaders, Finks, 

Finkles and Pathway participants. 

A Time to Celebrate 

Messiah’s Family, we have much to celebrate.  

 

Each week we grow closer to the confirmation of 

8th graders, in which they will stand on the prom-

ises that their parents made at their baptism. 

There is much to do, as we celebrate this life-

affirming moment. Following are key dates, de-

scriptions, and locations of upcoming events. 

In addition, you will find meaningful information 

concerning the rest of Pathway as well (6th and 7th 

graders). 

Messiah Youth 

Finks on retreat 
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Safety training for the adult volunteers who work with 

the children at Messiah is on our minds and hearts this 

month. A committee of ministry directors from Ele-

mentary Christian Education, Youth Ministry, Kids 

Club and preschool are developing a comprehensive 

adult safety training program that will be required for 

all volunteers that work with preschool children 

through high school students at Messiah. Currently, 

there is a safety training session and background 

check form required of all volunteers in the Christian 

Education Ministry (Sunday School and VBS). Neither 

have done the best job of minimizing our safety risks 

to God’s most precious gift—our children. We want to 

ensure that all of our volunteers are properly trained 

to reduce safety risks for themselves and for children 

and to recognize signs of abuse that can then be prop-

erly reported.  

 

We will have two date options for a mandatory Vaca-

tion Bible School Volunteer Safety Training Session: 

Sunday, June 4

 

at 12pm with snacks and refreshments 

and Wednesday, June 8 at 7pm (babysitting will be pro-

vided if needed). Anyone who will be volunteering for 

VBS is required to attend one of these sessions. We are 

exploring an online training option that may be avail-

able if you cannot attend either of these sessions but 

will not know until the program is chosen. It will be 

important, informative and different than past safety 

training sessions you have attended for VBS, as it will 

involve our new safety training program and will now 

be required in order to be a VBS or Sunday School vol-

unteer. We will roll out this new program to Sunday 

School volunteers before September as well. 

 

VBS registrations continue to come in daily! Please re-

member to register by June 1 for guaranteed enroll-

ment. Forms can be found on Messiah’s website, in the 

Gathering Place and in this Voice on page 9. Forms can 

be mailed or dropped off in the marked bins in the 

Gathering Place. This year’s VBS, “Big Apple Adventure: 

Where Faith and Life Connect,” will be an exciting, 

week-long, Christ-filled, trip to the “Big Apple.” City 

sounds, sights, music, crafts, games and snacks will go 

along with Bible stories about connecting with faith, 

life, trust, others and Jesus. There will be a “Taste of 

VBS” on the last day of Sunday School, May 22. We still 

need many volunteers to make this an amazing VBS. 

Fill out the bottom of the VBS registration form to vol-

unteer and drop off the forms in the marked bins in 

the Gathering Place or put them in the Christian Educa-

tion mailbox. Volunteers can be in 6th grade as long as 

they are working with a parent all week long.  

 Christian Education 

Danielle Boreczky, 307-5938 and Sheree Stark, 963-1504, Co-directors 

 

Date 9am 

5/1 Genetics Statement 

5/8 World Religions 

5/15 World Religions 

5/22 Synod Assembly Info 

Adult Forum 

Are you interested in growing in your faith? Messiah is offer-

ing lots of learning opportunities during the 9am Sunday 

School hour. We meet in the Martin Luther Center. Why don’t 

you come and join us? 

 

• Genetics Social Statement—The ELCA put out a draft so-

cial statement on genetics in mid-2010. How does our 

faith affect our beliefs about genetic engineering, stem 

cells, and other genetic technologies?  Roger Kroes, who 

researches gene therapy cures for cancer, will lead us for 

these sessions. 

• World Religions in Our Community—We hear about dif-

ferent religions all the time these days. But what do 

these folks really believe, and how do they act out their 

faith in daily life?  We’ll invite several members of reli-

gious communities in our area to share their perspec-

tives. This will be a great chance to learn from others! 

• Synod Assembly Update—Messiah is a part of the Metro 

Chicago Synod (mcselca.org), and every year we send 

delegates to the synod’s annual meeting in early June. 

Find out what topics are up for a vote and what’s going 

on in the larger church organization. 
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April Council Highlights                                   Mike Anderson, Secretary, 550-0363 

 

Pastor Dawn Hass opened the meeting with an update 

of her ongoing ministries at Messiah. She shared that 

the H.O.P.E. Grief Support group is being studied by 

the Good Shepherd Hospital’s bereavement program as 

a model program to be established at other area 

churches. She also shared updates on her many other 

spiritual ministries offered at Messiah. 

Pastor Dawn Mass continued the meeting with a re-

minder of Messiah’s 2011 focus on inspiring worship, 

and provided a handout with worship tips to help 

make worship experiences more meaningful. She chal-

lenged the council to practice these tips over the up-

coming month and report their findings back at the 

May council meeting. Sally Lubeno continued the meet-

ing with devotions and prayer. 

The treasurer’s report shows that after the first quar-

ter of 2011, revenues are running about $6,700 behind 

budget and $1,850 behind 2010 revenues. Thankfully, 

expenses are presently running around $2,100 under 

budget. The budget committee will review our financial 

situation after Easter and make recommendations to 

the council at the May meeting. 

Pastor Dirk reported that the Pathway program will be 

confirming 22 kids on May 1, and that 33 5th graders 

will receive first Holy Communion on May 14. There is 

an 8th grade retreat scheduled for April 8-9, and the 

high school mission trip to Toronto has 47 partici-

pants. He shared that planning is underway for upcom-

ing Vacation Bible School (theme is Big City VBS) and 

that curriculum and scheduling is also underway for 

next season’s Sunday School, Pathway and adult educa-

tion programs. 

Pastor Dawn reported that the Read the Bible in 90 

Days program is in full swing, which includes small 

group meetings and complementary worship lectionary 

and messages on weekend and Wednesday services. 

These small groups will serve as the foundation for the 

upcoming sermon-based small groups in the fall. She 

highlighted many upcoming spring events including 

the inaugural Women’s Spring Brunch on May 7. She is 

also planning with the Natural Church Development 

Team for a council members and ministry directors 

retreat in August. 

Jack Olson presented plans for preschool classroom 

expansion, which involves expanding into Pastor Dirk’s 

current office and creating two new complete class-

rooms in the Enrichment Center. Jack reported that he 

has coordinated with all ministry groups that use these 

spaces to ensure that they will not be adversely im-

pacted. The preschool program will entirely fund these 

projects, which will begin construction this June after 

VBS and will be completed in time for the fall pre-

school schedule. 

Pastor Dawn shared that Pastor Chuck has requested 

to be removed from Messiah’s payroll effective May 1. 

He will remain Messiah’s Pastor Emeritus but is looking 

for flexibility to pursue other volunteer opportunities. 

He will still continue worshiping with us, leading his 

Saturday Bible study and occasional preaching as he 

presently does.  

Gary Polk closed the meeting by sharing details of his 

upcoming month-long mission trip to Vietnam. He is 

returning forty years after serving there in the military 

with a mission program which helps to provide clean 

water infrastructure. The council asks everyone to 

keep Gary in your prayers during his trip. 

 

 

How Would You Like to Make  

Messiah Lutheran Preschool the 

Best School It Can Be? 

 

The Messiah Preschool Board of Education is looking for 

new members to start in August. We typically meet 

monthly on the third Thursday evening of the month. 

 

As a board member, you can bring new ideas and help 

make decisions that could shape the future of the pre-

school. 

 

If interested please fill out an Application 

of Interest found in the school office and 

drop it off to Laurie Potter or email Shawn 

Killackey at skill65@sbcglobal.net no later 

than May 15. 
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Manna Cards 

Remember Mom on Mother's Day 

Whatever her favorite hobby or restaurant—there's a 

gift card (Manna card) that she will appreciate. Check 

out the list of stores that are available.  

 

Step out in Style This Spring 

Get your new spring shoes, or summer sandals at Pay-

less. Have your kids outgrown their soccer and/or 

baseball shoes? Get the new sizes at Payless. Start 

training for this year’s  5-K walk or run, or maybe even 

the Chicago or Boston Marathon—be kind to your feet 

with a new pair of shoes. Events for which you or your 

family may need new footwear: First Communion, Con-

firmation, Mother’s Day, Graduation, and Prom (This 

gift card returns 19% to Messiah for its ministries.)  

 

Spring Is Finally Here   

April showers bring May flowers. Get your yard in 

shape with gardening supplies purchased with a 

Manna card for your local Ace Hardware, Menards, 

Home Depot, Meijers, Walmart, or Lowe’s. Plan ahead if 

you have a major purchase—a lawnmower, new grill, or 

patio furniture. You may need to order these a week 

ahead. Stock up on charcoal or gas for your Memorial 

Day picnic.  

 

One-stop Shopping 

Pick up a gift card (Manna) for many different stores 

all in one place. You can get cards for all gift-giving 

occasions: First Communion, Confirmation, Mother's 

Day, graduation, birthdays, and weddings. This will 

save on gas too—no extra trips to the store.  

 

Bonus 

All cards give back to Messiah at no additional cost to 

you. We can all help a little by using gift cards for all 

our grocery and/or gas purchases. No matter whether 

you're a Cubs or a White Sox fan, be a Messiah fan and 

use a gift card. 

 

Sally Lubeno, 526-9308 

Photos from Preschool’s Jim 

Gill concert event on March 13 
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How many are your works. O Lord! 

In wisdom you made them all...    

                            Psalms 104:24 

Messiah Preschool News 

Jesus is alive! The preschool children loved to 

learn and tell the story of Jesus’ death and resur-

rection so that our sins are forgiven. Everyone 

loved celebrating this most important event. 

Spring is finally around the corner. The children 

are discovering signs of spring all around. They are 

busy watching plant and insect life cycles unfold in 

the classroom and outdoors. April included extra 

attention to recycling and taking good care of 

God’s precious Earth. The children’s creativity has 

no bounds when thinking of ways to reuse all 

kinds of products. The school celebrated the Week 

of the Young Child by collecting donations of used 

books to support literacy in the Chicagoland area 

through the OpenBooks.com project.  

We also want to thank the many families who sup-

ported the preschool by attending our fundraising 

concert with Jim Gill in March. It was a wonderful 

time with singing and dancing for everyone who 

attended. 

May brings the close of our school year. This is a 

time of tremendous joy and a bit of sadness as we 

say goodbye for the summer. The children’s 

growth is celebrated in many ways including the 

compilation of a memory book or portfolio of the 

time spent at Messiah preschool. The children go-

ing to kindergarten in the fall participate in a spe-

cial graduation ceremony with their families. All 

preschool families are invited to join us in an all- 

school gathering at the Lakewood Forest Preserve 

on May 27.  

We are excited about the addition of a kindergar-

ten program beginning in the fall. We are also 

happy to announce two weeks of summer classes 

are available for children to become Outdoor Ex-

plorers or join a Bug Safari. We are also introduc-

ing a Nighttime Explorers Event for families to en-

joy God’s great outdoors together. Please check 

our website for details. We also encourage all fami-

lies to join Messiah’s fabulous VBS experience this 

summer. Check out the Christian Education article 

for more information. 

Registration for the 2010-2011 school year is well 

underway, many classes are full; however, there 

are still a few openings for all age groups, so tell 

your family and friends to join us soon for a tour 

and introduction to the wonderful learning experi-

ence at Messiah’s preschool! Contact us at 

luhl@mes siahlutheranpreschool.org or 526-7479. 

Blessings, 

Lynda Janezic, Director 

 

I especially embrace God’s majesty and design as I wit-

ness rain falling, flowers blooming, and nature waking 

from its slumber. Spring ushers in beautiful morning 

symphonies and warm breezes. The melodious cadence 

of a particular morning bird was the inspiration in the 

naming our second child. While almost twenty-one years 

ago, this new mother was celebrating the birth of her 

son. On a spring day many millennia before, another 

mother was grieving the death of her son. That son, of 

course, was Jesus. For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. Our children will 

learn about the Easter story and the significance of Jesus’ 

death and His joyful resurrection. 

God’s beautiful magnificence will be evident in trees, 

flowers, and animals both soft and scratchy. Seeds will 

be planted in anticipation of beautiful blooms in May. 

We invite you to join us this summer at Camp Messiah, 

where fun happens while exploring God’s word. Camp 

runs from 9am to 4pm and is geared for children enter-

ing kindergarten through 5th grade. Flexible schedules 

and extended care are available. For more information on 

our summer programs and before and after school pro-

grams, please call us at 526-7112 or visit our website at 

messiah-wauconda.org for updates and more detailed 

information, as it becomes available. 

Eileen Miller, Director 

 

 

Culinary creativity 
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Conflicts in relationships are a fact of life. No one is 

immune to them. The question is not, “Will conflict 

come?” The question is, “How will we be obedient to 

God and loving toward others when conflict comes?”  

As one Messiah church member has said, “The church 

is people and anything people do, the church does.”  

We need Biblical guidance. Thankfully, God provides us 

with the following directive: 

 

The Biblical Model for Conflict Resolution: Matthew 

18:15-17 

If another member of the church sins against you, go 

and point out the fault when the two of you are alone.  

If the member listens to you, you have regained that 

one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 

along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by 

the evidence of two or three witnesses.  If the member 

refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 

offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a 

one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

 

The text, in four steps, means what it says. 

STEP 1: The text says, “YOU are to go.” Don’t wait for 

the other person, and have this conversation in person. 

Don’t send an email. Don’t make a phone call. Value the 

relationship enough to talk face to face. The text says, 

“You are to GO.” Do it soon—no excuses—you have 

ability—God will provide the strength. The text says, 

“when the two of you are alone”—this is private. You 

will likely have the urge to go to five other people and 

build a support system. It is human nature to engage 

other people onto our side, to build a power base. Re-

sist this urge, and go in private. Note: At this point in 

the process, who you do not talk to is just as important 

as who you do talk to. You might feel better if you talk 

to a handful of people, especially if they support you, 

but this does nothing to help you reconcile with the 

person you need to talk to. 

 

The text says, “If the member listens to you, you have 

regained that one.”  The goal of the conversation is rec-

onciliation. The text does not say, “go and spew anger,” 

“let your temper flare,” “get it off your chest,” or “say 

destructive things.” The spirit/attitude and approach 

you bring is to be one that leads to reconciliation. 

 

STEP 2:  The text says, “If you are not listened to, take 

one or two others along with you.”  These one or two 

others are to be mature mediators who seek reconcilia-

tion. Good choices might be a pastor or a member of 

Messiah’s Mutual Ministry Committee. The text does 

not say, “Take three friends that are on your side,”  

“talk to five other people in the church about your frus-

tration,” or “argue.”  Again, the goal is reconciliation. A 

question: If you have a problem with someone, why 

would you tell others? After all, this does not help with 

the resolution/reconciliation process. 

 

STEP 3: If reconciliation has still not been achieved, the 

text says, “Tell it to the church.” This does not mean, 

“Make an announcement in public worship on Sunday 

morning.” This means involve the church leadership 

(Mutual Ministry, Executive Committee of the Council, 

Staff Support Committee or pastoral staff). Involve the 

representative leaders of the Church to try and make 

one more attempt at reconciliation. After all, the Holy 

Spirit works as we gather. Maybe the group, guided by 

the Spirit, will see a solution others have not seen. 

Note: Coming to the church is the third step. Don’t skip 

steps. There are graduated levels of mediation. 

 

STEP 4: The final step is an interesting one. “If the of-

fender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a 

one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” Accord-

ing to the “pious folks” of Jesus’ day, this would mean 

people would be “disfellowshipped”—removed from 

the community. Yet as we read this instruction, we 

need to be aware of how Jesus viewed the tax-collector 

and sinner, as those he longed to restore into commu-

nity. The Messiah constitution contains guidelines for 

those extreme situations where someone is to be re-

moved from membership, but we are always to look to 

this text for guidance, prayerfully asking God how we 

might interact with others in the way Jesus interacted 

with tax collectors and sinners. Note: Too often what 

happens is if discipline is brought by the church, folks 

involved simply pack up and move to the church down 

the street. This removes opportunity for growth. 

 

In order to understand Matthew 18:15-17, it is impor-

tant for us to know that the text immediately preceding 

is Matthew 18:10-14 (The Parable of the Lost Sheep), 

and the two texts immediately following are Matthew 

18:21- 22 (Forgiving Seventy-seven Times), and Matthew 

18: 23-35 (The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant). 

These texts prod us to forgive and seek reconciliation, 

pushing us to make sure that no one gets lost due to a 

situation of conflict. 

 

Conflict Resolution Matters to God 

Jesus’ final prayer before His arrest and crucifixion 

was, “And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 

in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, pro-

tect them in your name that you have given me, so that 

they may be one, as we are one.”  Jesus prays for the 

unity of all believers. Also, 1 Corinthians 1:10, which 

some scholars believe to be the thesis statement of all    

 

Continued on page 11  

Living in Community 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

A Statement on Conflict Resolution for the sake of  

Keeping Us All Together and Strengthening God’s Community, the Church. 

Updated January 2011 
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the Pauline letters reads, Now I appeal to you, brothers 

and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be united in the same mind 

and the same purpose. See also Ephesians 4: 1-6.  

Paul was a model pastor, traveling from city to city 

helping each unique community develop a group of 

principles and guidelines to help them live together in 

community. People were to get along not just for the  

sake of getting along. Instead, their unity was needed 

for effective proclamation of the Gospel. Today, our 

unity is needed so that together, according to Messiah’s 

mission we might “Welcome everyone, make disciples 

of everyone, and share Jesus’ love everywhere!”  

 

Other Thoughts as We Live Together in  

Community 

1. Everyone wants the best for the church. We sim-

ply have different ways, styles and personalities 

that are at work in achieving our goals. The biblical 

basis for this is: So God created humankind in his 

image, in the image of God he created them—

Genesis 1:27. God wants the best for the church and 

all of us are created good, in God’s image. If we see 

that those we are in conflict with are seeking the 

best for the church, we begin seeing all people, even 

people with very different ideas and personalities 

from our own, as partners in ministry. 

  

2. Constructive criticism and conflict make us bet-

ter people, and they make us a better community. 

Conflict humbles us, tests us and causes us to 

grow. Through experience, and through struggle, 

including conflict, we learn from past mistakes. We 

will continue to grow and learn until that day when, 

all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 

measure of the full stature of Christ—Ephesians 

4:13. 

  

A bit more about constructive criticism: Having said 

this, there is an appropriate and helpful way to de-

liver constructive criticism. Although criticism is 

helpful, solutions are better. All of us are to be 

ready to provide a solution to any area we perceive 

requires growth. Also, if there is something that 

requires improvement in our church, it is expected 

that before it surfaces at a public meeting of any 

size, there is an effort made to make improvements 

in the particular ministry or area first. 

 

 3. We are to help others follow Matthew 18. Not 

only are we responsible to handle our own conflicts 

directly and lovingly, we are called to help our 

brothers and sisters do the right thing. People will 

come to us with complaints about others. Our lov-

ing, Christian response is always to be, “Did you 

talk to that person?”  Listening is always okay. It 

helps people feel heard, but we also must encour-

age the direct communication that will bring heal-

ing. Do not relay messages. Make sure the two peo-

ple involved talk face to face. 

 

 4. Utilitarianism is not biblical. Utilitarianism, seek-

ing the greatest happiness for the greatest number 

of people, is a helpful social concept, especially 

when it comes to fairness and discipline. For exam-

ple, why should an ill-behaved child ruin things for 

the rest of the class? Yet, this idea is not biblical. If 

we are tempted to throw out the trouble maker for 

the sake of the greater good, we should first read 

Luke, chapter 15. Here, the shepherd leaves 99 

sheep for the one who has wandered off, a woman 

lights a candle and searches her whole house for 

one lost coin, and a father throws a grand party for 

the son who has squandered his wealth. When one 

among us has sinned we are to restore him gently— 

Galatians 6:1. It is the calling of our Christian fam-

ily to restore all, even those who drive us crazy, sin 

against our community and hurt us. Love your ene-

mies—Matthew 5 and Luke 6. This goes against our 

cultural understanding of fairness so beware: Do 

not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your minds,  so that you may dis-

cern what is the will of God—what is good and ac-

ceptable and perfect—Romans 12:2. Bottom line: 

God desires all to be included and restored. If we 

are able to do this, our community will thrive. 

 

 5. Remember the Golden Rule. In everything do to 

others as you would have them do to you—Matthew 

12:1. Remember, in any situation of conflict, always 

ask yourself, “Am I treating everyone involved as I 

would like to be treated?” 

 

New life in community comes from Christ. Please 

pray for our community daily and read and seek to 

live by Romans 12:9-21, Colossians 3:12-17, and 

Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2. 

 

Continued from page 10 
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Boy Scout Troop 90 

Vinnie Jordan, 526-3316 

 

Boy Scout Troop 90 appreciates the support from Messiah members 

at the pancake breakfast we held in April. Money earned will sup-

port the troop's camping program.  

 

In May, we have a Court of Honor scheduled for the May 5. All 

scouts who have achieved merit badges and rank advancement are 

honored. The Pestigo River Raft Trip is May 14-15. We have an Eagle 

Court of Honor for Tony Jordan and Jason Seidenzahl on May 29. 

On Memorial Day the troop marches in the parade and then we help 

the American Legion by setting up the area around Memorial Park 

for the guest speaker. 

Adams, John 1 

Frazier, Emily 1 

Gilbert, Shannon 1 

Lundstedt, Troy 1 

Miller, Harold 1 

Minard, Kathryn 1 

Tinkoff, Bruce 1 

Duym, John 2 

Golding, Kristin 2 

Kalinoski, Frank 2 

Rinard, Jerry 2 

Scott, Kip 2 

Winkler, Wendy 2 

Kleiner, Jacob 3 

LaJoy, Diane 3 

Micek, Alyssa 3 

Simchak, Nicholas 3 

Buchert, Nicole 4 

Hansen, Annette 4 

Harren, Jessica 4 

Isleb, David 4 

McCann, Patrick 4 

Boyko, Melanie 5 

Dynek, Matthew 5 

Hall, Kris 5 

Hoffman, Trevor 5 

Rector, James 5 

Vezensky, Marie 5 

Wortmann, Tommy 5 

Blomberg, Carrie 6 

Cazares, Christian 6 

Clark, Jim 6 

Schnack, Amanda 6 

Schuhknecht, Janis 6 

Sippel,Jay 6 

Stahel, Nancy 6 

Citro, Neil 7 

Jackson Jr., Akil 7 

Kleiner, Madeline 7 

Brown, Mitchell 8 

Citro, Craig 8 

Kersten, Cara 8 

Kirchwehm, Haley 8 

Snedecor, Kara 8 

Steinecker, Lana 8 

Swanson, Sue 8 

Brandt, JoAnne 9 

Brownson, Dianne 9 

Maki, Karin 9 

Pennino, Justin 9 

Rinard, Michelle 9 

Kootstra, Haley 10 

Blomberg, Courtney 11 

DuBois, Barbara 11 

Jordan, Julie 11 

Myers, Rachel 11 

Vrenios, Sarah 11 

Petralia, Catie 12 

Vanacora, Tyler 12 

Benz, Julie 13 

Berg, Cody 13 

Citro, Louis 13 

Falconer, Sean 13 

Givens, Megan 13 

Grissom, Frank 13 

Marsek, Victoria 13 

Neville, London 13 

Polk, Gary 13 

Rudden, Michelle 13 

Seidel, Elias 13 

Ahlgren, Ashley 14 

Huedepohl, Kendra 14 

Scott, Jessica 14 

Sorlie, Sue 14 

Bergstrom, Sharon 15 

Dopke, Ed 15 

Louis, Jonathan 15 

Peake, Tyler 15 

Turnbull, Chris 15 

Francke, Kim 16 

Rusin, Maddie 16 

Coslet, Dakota 17 

Criscione, Chris 17 

Jung, Delaney 17 

Markko, David 17 

Sandquist, Molly 17 

Uhl, Jeff 17 

Bobowski, Linda 18 

Boncosky, Brooke 18 

Burns, Suzanne 18 

Grissom, Beth 18 

Sheedy, Sydney 18 

Staples, Nicole 18 

Way, Ramona 18 

Zaccone, Jason 18 

Fewkes, Zachary 19 

Gomez, Sophia 19 

Koch, Laura 19 

Rohlwing, Kurt 19 

Stark, Sheree 19 

Wheaton, Eric 19 

Coughlin, Carol 20 

Dettmann, Hannah 20 

Goronson, Lesley 20 

Isaacson, Ashley 20 

Peldiak, Jennifer 20 

Rohlwing, Vicki 20 

Wirth, Andrew 20 

Botzenhart, Cindy 21 

LaJoy, Alyssa 21 

McCarte, Christina 21 

Postl, Cara 21 

Schorr, Alexandra 21 

Schuhknecht, Dawn 21 

Blasius, Julie 22 

Mau, Ruth 22 

Moser, Karl 22 

Pressney, Gary 22 

Redmann, Terri 22 

Burkley, Amber 23 

Foster, Alex 23 

Goossens, Patricia 23 

Jorgensen, Grace 23 

Milosch, Barb 23 

Pahlow, Debbie 23 

Boncosky, Jeff 24 

Hunt, Emily 24 

Kimes, Mary 24 

Meese, Haley 24 

Stark, Madisen 24 

Felderman, Kimberly 24 

Glass, Shirley 25 

Gralinski, Nathan 25 

Petralia, Elise 25 

Becker, Jules 26 

Hernandez, Lexi 26 

Hill, Laura 26 

Holden, Allison 26 

Lomas, Mary 26 

Mau, Nathan 26 

Miller, Amanda K. 26 

Painter, Lisa 26 

Radez, Lara 26 

Collier, Claire 27 

Meyer, Max 27  

Pate, Mike 27 

Rossetti, Robert 27 

Swanson, Dana 27 

Witt, Brynn 27 

Klesch, Brayden 28 

Lubeno, C. J. 28 

Lundgren, J. D. 28 

Lundgren, Kathy 28 

Miller, Jennifer 28 

Brauer, Greta 29 

Cooper, Grace 29 

Francke, Michelle 29 

Johnson, Sue 29 

Milosch, Jennifer 29 

Murphy, Brendan 29 

Prate, Anthony 29 

Curry, Eric 30 

Frazier, Kaleb 30 

Hampel, Lee 30 

LaJoy, Matt 30 

Takazawa, Jason 30 

Takazawa, Marissa 30 

Wersyn, Stephanie 30 

Markko, Bob 31 

Meyer, Emma 31 

Schillaci, Vince 31 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank everyone for the cards, the 

sympathy, the love and  the support given to me 

and my entire family following the death of my 

mother, Margaret Johnson. It is a gift from God to 

belong to such a loving church community. 

Thank You, 

  

Judy Snow, 526-6880 

Sam 

 

It's Sam the churchmouse here 

with the news. I do have quite a lot 

this time, so I'll get right to it. 

Pastor Dawn's son, Matthew 

Moser, had his Eagle Scout Court 

of Honor on March 20. Congratulations Matthew! 

On Sunday, March 13, Sarah Ulrich was crowned 

Dream Girls U.S.A. Northern Illinois Teen Miss. She 

will go on to compete at a national event in 

July. Great job, Sarah!  

Allison Holden was named to the University of Iowa 

dean's list for fall 2010. Nice going, Allison! 

Wauconda High School announced the Illinois State 

Scholars, and those students included:  Emily 

Hummel, Peter Kootstra, Joseph Lanzerotti, Robert 

Rossetti and John Verdico. All that hard work sure 

paid off! 

Besides being an Illinois State Scholar, Peter Koot-

stra at 160 pounds was the 2011 IHSA wrestling re-

gional champion and took fourth place at IHSA State 

competition. Super accomplishments, Peter! 

Duane Beelow of the Lake County Farm Heritage As-

sociation was pictured in the Daily Herald. He was 

giving a talk to fourth-graders from Big Hollow Ele-

mentary School in Ingleside about his pigs at an Ag 

Expo at the Lake County Fairgrounds. 

Ryan Painter had his picture in the Lake Zurich Cou-

rier doing speed and agility training and catching 

ground balls during baseball boot camp at Homerun 

Sports and Fitness in Lake Zurich. 

That was quite a bit of news this month—I'm ex-

hausted from jumping around the keyboard.  

Until next time … Sam 
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Thank You 

For your special gifts! 

 

In Memory of Laverne Kuecker 

Marcia McWilliams 

Sonja Braun 

 

In memory of Margaret Johnson 

Bonnie Jones 

Barb Henkel 

Ruth Franz 

Jim and Jan Higbea 

 

In Honor of  

Lauren Elizabeth Anderson’s Baptism 

Scott, Beth and Lauren Anderson 

 

 

 

Deborah Circle 

 

Deborah Circle will meet 

Wednesday, May 11 at 9:30am 

at LoveINC SW Lake County, 

1000 Brown Street, Suite 312, 

Wauconda. We will take a tour 

and have a presentation by 

Joe Besenjak, Executive Direc-

tor. Please bring food to 

share. Questions? Please call 

Jo Ann Isleb, 540-0835. 

 

Care Network Bingo Party 

 

Care Network would like to invite you to a Bingo 

Party on Friday, May 20 from 1pm to 3pm. Please 

join us for fun, fellowship and light refreshments. 

Everyone is welcome. Please bring a white elephant 

for prizes. Please call Lynn Chmiel at 550-8808. 
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The Voice of Messiah 

is a monthly newsletter of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Phone: 526-7161 • fax: 526-7184 • e-mail: messiahlutheran@messiah-wauconda.org 

Phone numbers:  

Pastor Dawn Mass, (773) 306-8133 

Pastor Dirk van der Duim, (773) 497-3630  

Pastor Dawn Hass, (815) 404-3431 

Pastor Emeritus Chuck Merkner, 526-1075    

Editor: Barb Henkel (phone & fax), 438-3655, email: barbhenk@comcast.net 

Messiah’s website can be found at www.messiah-wauconda.org 

(All phone numbers used in THE VOICE are area code 847 unless listed otherwise.) 

 

Worship Services 

Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 7:30, 9 and 10:30am  

Sunday School (Children and Adults), 9 and 10:30am 

 

Join in the fellowship between services! 
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We Extend Our Condolences to… 

Kathie, Sarah and Deana Behm at the death of Kathie’s mother, Lillian Ebert 

Judy and Steve Snow and family at the death of Judy’s mother, Margaret Johnson 

Noelle and John Duym and family at the death of Noelle’s grandmother, Pauline Louise Mariella 

Norbert and Norma Scheck at the death of Norma’s cousin, Dorothy Betts 

Messiah’s Family 

Through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism We Welcome … 

 

Lauren Elizabeth Anderson on March 27 

In Our Prayers ... 

  

Jules Becker Joan Hill 

Penny Claiborne Sue Kasula 

Ester Dennis Sharon Keagle 

Karen Day Mark Schorr 

Ruth Franz Jim Stahel 
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